معاني العزة
All praise is due to Allaah, Lord of all the worlds. May peace and blessings of Allaah be upon the noble Prophet, his household and companions.
عباد الله ـ اوصي نفيس واياكم بتقوى الله حق التقوى، وراقبوه في السر والنجوى، قال تعالى: 
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يٰأَيُّهَا ٱلَّذِينَ ءامَنُواْ ٱتَّقُواْ ٱللَّهَ حَقَّ تُقَاتِهِ وَلاَ تَمُوتُنَّ إِلاَّ وَأَنتُم مُّسْلِمُونَ[image: image2.png]


آل عمران:102
Brothers in faith! The Almighty Allaah says: 
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وَلِلَّهِ ٱلْعِزَّةُ وَلِرَسُولِهِ وَلِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَلَـٰكِنَّ ٱلْمُنَـٰفِقِينَ لاَ يَعْلَمُونَ[image: image4.png]


المنافقون:8
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مَن كَانَ يُرِيدُ ٱلْعِزَّةَ فَلِلَّهِ ٱلْعِزَّةُ جَمِيعاً[image: image6.png]


 فاطر:10
These above-quoted verses contain guidance for all mankind; that they should seek for honour and glory from Allaah alone. There is no honor in anything else, no other allegiance, no race, no color, no language, no nationality or anything other than faith in Allah and practice in accordance.
· فمن آمن بالله رباً، وبالإسلام ديناً، وبمحمد [image: image7.png]


نبيناً ورسولاً، اعتز بعقيدته، وسما بشخصيته، وأعلن ولاءه لدينه
· عزةُ العلم والإيمان، وليست عزة الإثم والعدوان
The glory of knowledge and Eemaan is totally different from the glory derived from sin and aggression or jahiliya allegiances, for the real glory is the one that is sought from Allaah, solely for His sake and not from any human being. As for the lowly soul, it is neither useful nor can it bring any good unless it is totally free from its meanness and knows that noble life can never be achieved except by turning to Allaah and sacrificing oneself to please Him. Give up everything about yourself and everything which was dear to you except that which is pleasing to Allah and in complete submission to His command.

In order that our life may be full with the real meaning of pride, glory and honour, Islaam makes the words of Athaan begin with “Allaahu Akbar, Allaahu Akbar” (Allaah is Greatest, Allaah is Greatest). Yes, Allaah is greater than everything in magnificence, power and wealth. He is the Great One, the Most-High.

Fellow Muslims! Allaah ordains that when we move from a position to another in Salaah, we say ‘Allaahu Akbar,’ and say, ‘Subhaana Rabbiyal-Atheem,’ while in bowing position and say, Subhaana Rabiyal A’laa,’ (meaning: glory be to my Lord the Most High) while in prostration. No one is higher above the creation except Allaah. This gives you the real meaning of glory and honour with which man knows his worth.
· كل هذا لكي يوقن المسلم يقيناً لا يهتز ولا يزول، أن كل متكبر بعد الله فهو صغير، وأن كل متعاظم بعد الله فهو حقير
[image: image8.png]


فَأَمَّا عَادٌ فَٱسْتَكْبَرُواْ فِى ٱلأَرْضِ بِغَيْرِ ٱلْحَقّ وَقَالُواْ مَنْ أَشَدُّ مِنَّا قُوَّةً أَوَلَمْ يَرَوْاْ أَنَّ ٱللَّهَ ٱلَّذِى خَلَقَهُمْ هُوَ أَشَدُّ مِنْهُمْ قُوَّةً وَكَانُواْ بِـئَايَـٰتِنَا يَجْحَدُونَ (15) فَأَرْسَلْنَا عَلَيْهِمْ رِيحاً صَرْصَراً فِى أَيَّامٍ نَّحِسَاتٍ لّنُذِيقَهُمْ عَذَابَ ٱلْخِزْىِ فِى ٱلْحَيَوٰةِ ٱلدُّنْيَا وَلَعَذَابُ ٱلآخِرَةِ أَخْزَىٰ وَهُمْ لاَ يُنصَرُونَ[image: image9.png]


فصلت:  15,16
“As for ‘Aad, they where arrogant in the land without right and they said, ‘Who is mightier than us in strength?’ See they not that Allaah Who created them is mightier than them? And they used to deny Our revelations! So We sent upon them furious wind in days of evil omen (for them) that We might give them a taste of disgracing torment in this present worldly life, but surely, the torment of the hereafter will be disgracing and they will never be helped.” (Fussilat: 15-16).

· تتحقق العزة بالتربية الإسلامية وترسيخ العقيدة
If you are not moving FORWARD in knowledge, understanding and dhikr (remembrance), then you are moving BACKWARD, because Shaitaan is ever-vigilant and ever-watchful even if you are not. It is actually this creed that convinced the first generations of Muslims, who used to patch his garments, repair his shoes and eat only dried dates. Yes, it is through Islaam that the world was governed without being arrogant towards the truth, haughty over falsehood, aggressive in oppression and submissive to lust. Allaah explains the way to glory and honour in the glorious Qur’aan when He says, 
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مَن كَانَ يُرِيدُ ٱلْعِزَّةَ فَلِلَّهِ ٱلْعِزَّةُ جَمِيعاً إِلَيْهِ يَصْعَدُ ٱلْكَلِمُ ٱلطَّيّبُ وَٱلْعَمَلُ ٱلصَّـٰلِحُ يَرْفَعُهُ[image: image11.png]


 [فاطر:10]
Ibn Katheer said, ‘Whoever loves to have glory in this world and the next should adhere to obedience of Allaah, for that will actualize for him this goal and because Allaah is the possessor of this world and the next and all glory belongs to Him.’ 

Allaah also says, 
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قُلِ ٱللَّهُمَّ مَـٰلِكَ ٱلْمُلْكِ تُؤْتِى ٱلْمُلْكَ مَن تَشَاء وَتَنزِعُ ٱلْمُلْكَ مِمَّن تَشَاء وَتُعِزُّ مَن تَشَاء وَتُذِلُّ مَن تَشَاء بِيَدِكَ ٱلْخَيْرُ إِنَّكَ عَلَىٰ كُلّ شَىْء قَدِيرٌ[image: image13.png]


آل عمران:26
Ibn Katheer in his commentary on this verse said, ‘It means. You are the Giver, the Preventer; whatever You will happens and whatever You do not will does not happen.’
It then becomes clear that real glory and honour are attained by obeying Allaah and following His Messenger and that real ignominy and disgrace are caused by not obeying Him. If, however, what appears to be glory is seen on a sinful person, there are disgrace and ignominy underneath that, which may be known or unknown to him. al-Hasan al-Basree said about sinful people, ‘Even if they ride horses and mules, the ignominy of their sins has overpowered them, for Allaah insists that He will disgrace whoever disobeys Him,’ He said, 
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وَمَن يُهِنِ ٱللَّهُ فَمَا لَهُ مِن مُّكْرِمٍ[image: image15.png]


الحج:18
“And whoever Allaah disgraces, none can honour Him.” (Al-Hajj: 18).

The sinner is disgraced and will be in misery in this life and the next. Allaah says, 
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وَمَنْ أَعْرَضَ عَن ذِكْرِى فَإِنَّ لَهُ مَعِيشَةً ضَنكاً وَنَحْشُرُهُ يَوْمَ ٱلْقِيـٰمَةِ أَعْمَىٰ[image: image17.png]


طه:124
“But whoever turns away from My Reminder (i.e. neither believes in this Qur’aan nor acts on its orders) verily, for him is a life of hardship and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection.” (Taa Haa: 124).

As for people of knowledge and Eemaan, they shall have glory, honour and happiness in this world and the next. They will not be deceived by the apparent beauty of the rich people of this world for they know that the Qaaroon was given of the beauty of this world and that when his people wished for the same, the people of knowledge and Eemaan among them said: 
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وَيْلَكُمْ ثَوَابُ ٱللَّهِ خَيْرٌ لّمَنْ ءامَنَ وَعَمِلَ صَـٰلِحاً وَلاَ يُلَقَّاهَا إِلاَّ ٱلصَّـٰبِرُونَ[image: image19.png]


القصص:80
“Woe to you! The reward of Allaah (in the hereafter) is better for those who believe and do righteous good deeds.” (Al-Qasas: 80).

Some scholars said,. ‘Whoever obeys Allaah and keeps away from sins, Allaah will give him glory, for there is no act of obedience that is not accompanied by glory and honour and there is no sin that is not accompanied by disgrace; and Allaah has linked glory to acts of obedience and then made it light. He equally linked disgrace to sin and then made it disgrace, darkness and a screen between Allaah and the sinner.’

Brothers in Islaam! Man may be reveling in his physical strength, and then illness or other trial comes to him suddenly and wrecks him. He may be reveling in his wealth, nice home, etc. and then suddenly his wealth becomes a disaster that kills him. He may be reveling in his lineage and then become so helpless as he does not have any lineage. He may be reveling in his knowledge and then be affected by corruption and error. He may be reveling in his wealth, fame and power and suddenly become afflicted with a calamity that will turn him to the meanest and most insignificant person. People’s pride and glory in all the above is therefore meaningless and that is caused by erroneous thinking.

As for glory in Allaah that is everlasting. Allaah says, 
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وَلِلَّهِ ٱلْعِزَّةُ وَلِرَسُولِهِ وَلِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَلَـٰكِنَّ ٱلْمُنَـٰفِقِينَ لاَ يَعْلَمُونَ[image: image21.png]


المنافقون:8
“But honour, glory and power belong to Allah, His Messenger and to the believers but the hypocrites know not.” (Al-Munaafiqoon: 8).

 ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab went to Syria and Abu‘Ubaydah was in his company. When they reached a ford, ‘Umar descended from his camel, removed his shoes, placed them on his shoulder and then passed. Abu‘Ubaydah said in astonishment, ‘O Commander of the faithful! You are doing this? I do not wish that the people of this town see you in this condition!’ Umar retorted, ‘O Abu ‘Ubaydah, if any other person were to say what you have said, I would have made him an example for the Muslims! We were the lowest of all people and then Allaah gave us glory by Islaam, and if we seek glory in anything other that what Allaah has given us, Allaah will disgrace us.’
After the battle of Uhud, when Abu Sufyaan (then the commander of the Makkan army) wanted to leave, he stood on a mountain and proclaimed as loud as he could, ‘Wars are won in turns! This is in return for your victory in the battle of Badr. Up with Hubal!’ The Messenger of Allaah said, ‘Rise up, O Umar, and answer him.’ Umar then said, ‘Allaah is rather the Most-High and the Greatest. Our dead are in Paradise, while your dead are in Hell!’


The most dangerous problem that affects Muslims these days is self-defeat and weak aspiration that results in degeneration and retrogression. They therefore seriously need to impress the meaning of pride and glory in their hearts and the hearts of their youth, so that it becomes part of their personality, reforms their thought, raises their names and encourages them to aim high.
A believer who is always conscious of Allaah will feel a sense of glory that is derived from his servitude to Allaah in his heart, for he knows that Allaah is the Lord, the Provider and the Possessor of all things. Having been aware of all this, he will have no fear of anything besides Him.

Among the meanings of glory is to be compassionate and humble with his Muslim brothers, 

Allaah says, 
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مُّحَمَّدٌ رَّسُولُ ٱللَّهِ وَٱلَّذِينَ مَعَهُ أَشِدَّاء عَلَى ٱلْكُفَّارِ رُحَمَاء بَيْنَهُمْ[image: image23.png]


الفتح:29
“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah and those who are with him are severe against disbelievers and merciful among themselves.” (Al-Fat h: 29).
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وَلاَ تَهِنُوا وَلاَ تَحْزَنُوا وَأَنتُمُ الأعْلَوْنَ إِن كُنتُم مُّؤْمِنِينَ[image: image25.png]


آل عمران:139
Allaah also says, “So do not become weak (against your enemy) nor be sad and you will be superior in victory if you are indeed true believers.” (Aal-‘Imraan: 132).

Allaah does not want a Muslim to be weakened or humiliate himself; He wants him to be always brave, confident and patient.

Fear Allah, remember Him Much, seek knowledge of this deen every single day and seek to purify yourself (make tazkiya) from everything which stands in the way of that. Honor is only honor in Allah and wealth and well-being is only the wealth of the heart which is full of Allah.  The Prophet (sas) said:

 ((ليس الغنى عن كثرة العرض، ولكن الغنى غنى النفس)) أخرجه البخاري ومسلم
"Wealth is not a lot of things, wealth is the wealth of the soul."

اللهم أعز الإسلام والمسلمين.
وآمنا في أوطاننا وأصلح أئمتنا وولاة أمورنا واجعلهم هداة مهتدين واجعل اللهم ولايتنا فيمن خافك واتقاك واتبع رضاك يا أرحم الراحمين.
اللهم أصلح حال المسلمين.
اللهم اجمع كلمتهم على الحق وردهم إلى دينك ردا جميلا.
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