The Reality of the Deen

All of the Messengers mentioned in the Qur’an were sent with the message:

اتقوا الله وأطيعون

“Be conscious of Allah and obey me.”

In the beginning of the Communication, in the early days in Makka, the entire deen consisted of saying/believing

لا اله الا الله

Anyone who said that was a complete Muslim.  When salat was added, to be a Muslim, one had to perform that as well. If anyone were to say, “I still accept the testimony, but I will not make this five times a day prayer”, he would no longer be a Muslim by that statement.  As the obligations and prohibitions were added, each of them became part of the scope of Islam and part of Allah’ command:

اتقوا الله وأطيعون

Then, Allah commanded His Messenger (sas) to migrate to Al-Madinah and establish Islam as a geo-political entity there.  The Muslims were also ordered to make this Hijrah and this was fardh ‘ein upon every Muslim if they were able to do so.  This new part of Islam (Hijrah) was so firm, that for a time inheritance was cut off between Muslim family members who did not make Hijrah with no excuse and the rest of their family.  This is Allah’s statement:
{إِنَّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَهَاجَرُوا وَجَاهَدُوا بِأَمْوَالِهِمْ وَأَنْفُسِهِمْ فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ وَالَّذِينَ آوَوْا وَنَصَرُوا أُولَئِكَ بَعْضُهُمْ أَوْلِيَاءُ بَعْضٍ وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَلَمْ يُهَاجِرُوا مَا لَكُمْ مِنْ وَلَايَتِهِمْ مِنْ شَيْءٍ حَتَّى يُهَاجِرُوا وَإِنِ اسْتَنْصَرُوكُمْ فِي الدِّينِ فَعَلَيْكُمُ النَّصْرُ إِلَّا عَلَى قَوْمٍ بَيْنَكُمْ وَبَيْنَهُمْ مِيثَاقٌ وَاللَّهُ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ بَصِيرٌ (72) وَالَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا بَعْضُهُمْ أَوْلِيَاءُ بَعْضٍ إِلَّا تَفْعَلُوهُ تَكُنْ فِتْنَةٌ فِي الْأَرْضِ وَفَسَادٌ كَبِيرٌ (73) وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَهَاجَرُوا وَجَاهَدُوا فِي سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ وَالَّذِينَ آوَوْا وَنَصَرُوا أُولَئِكَ هُمُ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ حَقًّا لَهُمْ مَغْفِرَةٌ وَرِزْقٌ كَرِيمٌ (74)} الأنفال

After a period, this was abrogated and inheritance was restored based purely on family relations in Allah’s statement:
{النَّبِيُّ أَوْلَى بِالْمُؤْمِنِينَ مِنْ أَنْفُسِهِمْ وَأَزْوَاجُهُ أُمَّهَاتُهُمْ وَأُولُو الْأَرْحَامِ بَعْضُهُمْ أَوْلَى بِبَعْضٍ فِي كِتَابِ اللَّهِ مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَالْمُهَاجِرِينَ إِلَّا أَنْ تَفْعَلُوا إِلَى أَوْلِيَائِكُمْ مَعْرُوفًا كَانَ ذَلِكَ فِي الْكِتَابِ مَسْطُورًا (6)} الأحزاب
Once the reality of Islam was established in Al-Madinah, the major portion of Islam was revealed.  It included detailed instructions, rulings and prohibitions for all aspects of life public and private.  This was necessary to protect Allah’s final message from being eradicated from the earth and for it to spread far and wide.  In the founding documents of the new city state of Al-Madinah, it was boldy proclaimed:
المؤمنون أمة من دون الناس
This single sentence completely rejected all prior loyalties and source of identity except for IMAN.  Among the most important additions to Islam in the Madinah period was the prohibition of all forms of riba.  Riba is a destroyer of individuals and nations.  It causes wealth to accumulate in the hands of a very few and impoverishes the rest.  Allah said:
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 يا أيها الذين آمنوا لا تأكلوا الربا أضعافا مضاعفة [image: image2.png]


 [آل عمران:130]
Some might say – but interest only adds a percent, how is it “multiplied many times over”?  The fictional money and real estate market which caused the recent economic melt-down was based entirely on riba upon riba mixed with a variety of transactions among that which Allah forbid.  This imaginary money reached 63 TRILLION dollars – or equal to the sum of the gross national product of the entire world!  Did this represent anything real?  Allah’s statement “multiplied many times over” was putting it mildly!

This prohibition was extremely stern even more so than the order to make Hijrah.  The Prophet (sas) said:

((درهم ربا يأكله الرجل وهو يعلم أشد عند الله تعالى من ستة وثلاثين زنية))
Allah spoke about His prohibition of riba in terms never used with any other transgression or sin, saying:
{يا أيها الذين آمنوا اتقوا الله وذروا ما بقي من الربا إن كنتم مؤمنين [image: image3.png]


 فإن لم تفعلوا فأذنوا بحرب من الله ورسوله وإن تبتم فلكم رؤوس أموالكم لا تَظلمون ولا تُظلمون} البقرة 278-279

And, Allah’s Messenger (sas) also spoke of it in terms never used with any other sin or transgression, saying:
قال رسول الله [image: image4.png]


: ((درهم ربا يأكله الرجل وهو يعلم أشد عند الله تعالى من ستة وثلاثين زنية))
He (sas) made clear that this prohibition was not just directed at individuals, but that the Lawgiver’s intention was to completely eradicate the institution of riba from society.

عن جابر بن عبد الله قال: ((لعن رسول الله [image: image5.png]


 آكل الربا، وموكله، وشاهديه وكاتبه، وقال: هم سواء))
More importantly, this prohibition constituted part of the law of the land in Islam, to be enforced and preserved by the ruler.  A punishment – fitting the offense – was even prescribed from those who withhold or conceal their wealth thereby denying the zakat due to the ruler and his collectors.
عبد الرزاق عن معمر عن بهز بن حكيم عن أبيه عن جده : (قال : سمعت رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم يقول : في كل أربعين من الإبل السائمة ابنة لبون ، فمن أعطاها مؤتجرا فله أجرها ، ومن كتمها فإنا لآخذوها وشطر إبله عزيمة من عزائم ربك ، لا تحل لمحمد (صلى الله عليه وسلم) ولا لآل محمد (صلى الله عليه وسلم) منه شىء)
In his farewell khutba, the Prophet (sas) completely de-legitimized the regime of jahiliya and proclaimed the regime of Islam for this Ummah for all times.
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: ((ألا كل شي من أمر الجاهلية تحت قدمي موضوع، ودماء الجاهلية موضوعة، وإن أول دم أضع من دمائنا دم ربيعة بن الحارث، وربا الجاهلية موضوع، وأول ما أضع ربا العباس بن عبد المطلب فإنه موضوع كله))
Tauhid is the noblest of all fields of study because its subject matter is Allah.  The knowledge of how to worship Allah in all of its facets and details is the obligatory knowledge that every Muslim must learn in order to worship Allah in the manner He accepts.  But Islam which never gets past these two chapters is not a complete Islam.  No amount of tauhid and worship will establish Islam on the earth.  The Makkan period was a period of growth and completion of the deen which can never come again.  When Allah completed this religion, it was indeed completed:

حُرِّمَتْ عَلَيْكُمُ الْمَيْتَةُ وَالدَّمُ وَلَحْمُ الْخِنْزِيرِ وَمَا أُهِلَّ لِغَيْرِ اللَّهِ بِهِ وَالْمُنْخَنِقَةُ وَالْمَوْقُوذَةُ وَالْمُتَرَدِّيَةُ وَالنَّطِيحَةُ وَمَا أَكَلَ السَّبُعُ إِلَّا مَا ذَكَّيْتُمْ وَمَا ذُبِحَ عَلَى النُّصُبِ وَأَنْ تَسْتَقْسِمُوا بِالْأَزْلَامِ ذَلِكُمْ فِسْقٌ الْيَوْمَ يَئِسَ الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا مِنْ دِينِكُمْ فَلَا تَخْشَوْهُمْ وَاخْشَوْنِ الْيَوْمَ أَكْمَلْتُ لَكُمْ دِينَكُمْ وَأَتْمَمْتُ عَلَيْكُمْ نِعْمَتِي وَرَضِيتُ لَكُمُ الْإِسْلَامَ دِينًا فَمَنِ اضْطُرَّ فِي مَخْمَصَةٍ غَيْرَ مُتَجَانِفٍ لِإِثْمٍ فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ غَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ (3)} المائدة

So, how is it that every single one of our so-called “governments” is deeply involved in riba, destroying the wealth of this Ummah in it, allowing it and in many cases prohibiting the Islamic alternatives?  Stop looking at this issue on the individual level as the mushrikeen did when they sadi:
الَّذِينَ يَأْكُلُونَ الرِّبَا لَا يَقُومُونَ إِلَّا كَمَا يَقُومُ الَّذِي يَتَخَبَّطُهُ الشَّيْطَانُ مِنَ الْمَسِّ ذَلِكَ بِأَنَّهُمْ قَالُوا إِنَّمَا الْبَيْعُ مِثْلُ الرِّبَا وَأَحَلَّ اللَّهُ الْبَيْعَ وَحَرَّمَ الرِّبَا فَمَنْ جَاءَهُ مَوْعِظَةٌ مِنْ رَبِّهِ فَانْتَهَى فَلَهُ مَا سَلَفَ وَأَمْرُهُ إِلَى اللَّهِ وَمَنْ عَادَ فَأُولَئِكَ أَصْحَابُ النَّارِ هُمْ فِيهَا خَالِدُونَ (275)
And understand that riba is a destroyer of societies.  It allows the few to accumulate most of the wealth in their hands within a society just as it allows the wealthier countries to suck the wealth from the poorer countries.  Combined with the neglect of zakat – another feature of every single one of our countries – this is catastrophic.  Allah gave us what we need toward the equitable distribution of wealth among us, but our neglect and distance from Islam has restored the jahiliya where “the strong devoured the weak”.
{مَا أَفَاءَ اللَّهُ عَلَى رَسُولِهِ مِنْ أَهْلِ الْقُرَى فَلِلَّهِ وَلِلرَّسُولِ وَلِذِي الْقُرْبَى وَالْيَتَامَى وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَابْنِ السَّبِيلِ كَيْ لَا يَكُونَ دُولَةً بَيْنَ الْأَغْنِيَاءِ مِنْكُمْ وَمَا آتَاكُمُ الرَّسُولُ فَخُذُوهُ وَمَا نَهَاكُمْ عَنْهُ فَانْتَهُوا وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ إِنَّ اللَّهَ شَدِيدُ الْعِقَابِ (7)} الحشر
Now, as in the past, there are those who claim to be Muslim and to love Allah but make a mockery of themselves by neglecting and even opposing the very message they claim to follow.

يَوْمَ تَجِدُ كُلُّ نَفْسٍ مَا عَمِلَتْ مِنْ خَيْرٍ مُحْضَرًا وَمَا عَمِلَتْ مِنْ سُوءٍ تَوَدُّ لَوْ أَنَّ بَيْنَهَا وَبَيْنَهُ أَمَدًا بَعِيدًا وَيُحَذِّرُكُمُ اللَّهُ نَفْسَهُ وَاللَّهُ رَءُوفٌ بِالْعِبَادِ (30) قُلْ إِنْ كُنْتُمْ تُحِبُّونَ اللَّهَ فَاتَّبِعُونِي يُحْبِبْكُمُ اللَّهُ وَيَغْفِرْ لَكُمْ ذُنُوبَكُمْ وَاللَّهُ غَفُورٌ رَحِيمٌ (31) قُلْ أَطِيعُوا اللَّهَ وَالرَّسُولَ فَإِنْ تَوَلَّوْا فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ الْكَافِرِينَ (32)} آل عمران 

This disregard for the Shari’a will bring hardship and humiliation upon the entire Ummah.
وابن عمر قال: قال [image: image7.png]


  ((إذا تبايعتم بالعينة وأخذتم أذناب البقر ورضيتم بالزرع وتركتم الجهاد سلط الله عليكم ذلاً لا ينزعه حتى تراجعوا دينكم))
تحريم الحيل: روى ابن بطة عن أبي هريرة: ((لا ترتكبوا ما ارتكبت اليهود، فتستحلوا محارم الله بأدنى الحيل)) [إسناده جيد]
This is the position of the believers and we must advocate it and call for it with all the means with which peoples demand their rights.  Where are the scholars demanding the implementation of these laws which will bring us life and security?  Have they come to accept the unacceptable?  Will we just turn a blind eye to these “mega-sins” and content ourselves with portions of Islam at the individual level?

Allah has warned us:

{سَوَاءٌ مِنْكُمْ مَنْ أَسَرَّ الْقَوْلَ وَمَنْ جَهَرَ بِهِ وَمَنْ هُوَ مُسْتَخْفٍ بِاللَّيْلِ وَسَارِبٌ بِالنَّهَارِ (10) لَهُ مُعَقِّبَاتٌ مِنْ بَيْنِ يَدَيْهِ وَمِنْ خَلْفِهِ يَحْفَظُونَهُ مِنْ أَمْرِ اللَّهِ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُغَيِّرُ مَا بِقَوْمٍ حَتَّى يُغَيِّرُوا مَا بِأَنْفُسِهِمْ وَإِذَا أَرَادَ اللَّهُ بِقَوْمٍ سُوءًا فَلَا مَرَدَّ لَهُ وَمَا لَهُمْ مِنْ دُونِهِ مِنْ وَالٍ (11)} الرعد
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